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 Kindergarten News
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Dear Parents,


At the beginning of this 2nd week of school, I look back to the first days and realize how much the kids have already learned. These first couple of weeks can seem overwhelming with all the new rules and routines, but the kids are already feeling more comfortable in the school and classroom.


These first weeks of school we are concentrating on basic skills, terms and concepts. We are practicing our cutting and holding our scissors, pencil, and crayons correctly. We are reviewing some terms such as between, behind, above, next to, over, and under. We are practicing following directions. The kids do well following simple directions such as “jump 3 times” or “touch the door then hit a note on the piano. One skill we have to work on is to not do more than I ask; for example, if I pass out the paper and tell them to write their name, many keep on going and start the paper without waiting for directions. Listening and following directions are two very important skills learned in Kindergarten and these skills will be necessary throughout all of their schooling. 


In Bible this week we will finish up the Creation story. The kids are reciting Genesis 1: 1. We will start learning Psalm 23 this week.  The chapel theme song is #342:1-3. 

I teach the kids various Psalter number verses and we say those together as our going home prayer. We are saying verse 1 of Psalter #11 as our going home prayer.




“Oh Jehovah hear my words

To my thoughts attentive be

Hear my cry my King my God

I will make my prayer to thee.”

Forgive our sins

For Jesus’ sake

Amen


The kids are practicing writing their names. They don’t have to be perfect, only legible. I plan to start LetterBook Cc this week. Your child may bring a “Show and Tell” item in that starts with the letter Cc and a picture for their journals of something that starts with the letter Cc for Thursday. If we don’t get to it Thursday, we will save it for the following week(
This week Thursday we will begin our practice of a student bringing a snack to share with the class. They will need 18 snacks. This gives us opportunity to use good manners and interact with each other in a more formal manner; waiting patiently, saying please, thank you, and no thank you. He/she will also bring a snack to Mr. VanOverloop, the principal. This way, the kids get used to the other side of school and Mr. VanOverloop gets to meet the Kindergartners. 


Wednesday is the day for hot lunch for our school and the kids will be able to have hot lunch. Please remember to send a snack for the first recess. 

The kids are welcome to bring a birthday treat to share with their classmates when it is their birthday. I leave it to your discretion. If you would like to bring food, we will have it for our snack, and if they bring candy, I will let them pass it out, they get to eat 1 and the rest goes home(. 


We plan to take the kids to the gym again on Wednesday for PE. They will need to have their gym shoes. This should be a pair of tennis shoes that are kept in the locker for the school year, not the pair they wear every day for school. Many kids also leave a pair of socks in their locker as they often wear sandals to school. 

The kids have a short “rest time” in the afternoon. If you haven’t already, please send a bath pillow (or small blanket) to school with their name on it so they can rest their head on it. They really need this quiet time right now.  


My future parent notes will be in the format of the note I am including with this one. (I just had too much info this week.)

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me or text me @ (708) 906-8935 or e-mail me at rmaatman5525@att.net. 

The website/blog can be accessed from the school website www.heritagechs.org. It is under “Publications” – Mrs. Maatman’s blog. Click that and it should take you right to it. I do want to let you know I am having trouble loading pictures but I will keep trying (
In His service,

I came across this poem at a class I took a while ago and I love it.
I tried to teach my child with books,
He gave me only puzzled looks.

I tried to teach my child with words,

They passed him by often unheard.

Despairingly I turned aside,

“How do I teach this child,” I cried.

Into my hand he put the key,

“Come,” he said. “Play with me”

-Author Unknown

